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Such language as all this is hardly that of a
disciple to a master., in respect of theories and
principles which lie is making his own for the
use of a lifetime, " There has been no attempt"
[in these pages], I said in winding up, "to
palliate either the shallowness or the practical
mischievousness of the Social Contract. But
there is another side to its influence. We
should be false to our critical principle, if we
do not recognise the historical effect of a
speculation scientifically valueless." Any writer
would have stamped himself as both unfit for
the task that I had undertaken, and entirely
below the level of the highest critical standard
of the day, if he had for a moment dreamed
of taking any other point of view.

As for historical hero-worship, after Carlyle's
fashion, whether with Jacobin idols or any
- other, it is a mood of mind that must be un-
congenial to anybody who had ever been at all
under the influence of Mill Without being so
foolish as to disparage the part played by great
men in great crises, we could have no sympathy
with the barbaric and cynical school, who make
greatness identical with violence, force, and mere